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The Day Of Pentecost - Sunday 31st May 2020 
The Promise & Gift Of The Holy Spirit 
John 7v37-39 & Acts2v1-21 
 

37-39 On the final and climactic day of the Feast, Jesus took his stand. He cried out, “If anyone 
thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Rivers of living water will brim and spill out of the depths of 
anyone who believes in me this way, just as the Scripture says.” (He said this in regard to the Spirit, 
whom those who believed in him were about to receive. The Spirit had not yet been given because 
Jesus had not yet been glorified.) 
 
1-4 When the Feast of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Without warning there 
was a sound like a strong wind, gale force—no one could tell where it came from. It filled the whole 
building. Then, like a wildfire, the Holy Spirit spread through their ranks, and they started speaking in 
a number of different languages as the Spirit prompted them. 
5-11 There were many Jews staying in Jerusalem just then, devout pilgrims from all over the world. 
When they heard the sound, they came on the run. Then when they heard, one after another, their 
own mother tongues being spoken, they were thunderstruck. They couldn’t for the life of them 
figure out what was going on, and kept saying, “Aren’t these all Galileans? How come we’re hearing 
them talk in our various mother tongues? 
Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; 
Visitors from Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene; 
Immigrants from Rome, both Jews and proselytes; 
Even Cretans and Arabs! 
“They’re speaking our languages, describing God’s mighty works!” 
12 Their heads were spinning; they couldn’t make head or tail of any of it. They talked back and 
forth, confused: “What’s going on here?” 
13 Others joked, “They’re drunk on cheap wine.” 
 
14-21 That’s when Peter stood up and, backed by the other eleven, spoke out with bold urgency: 
“Fellow Jews, all of you who are visiting Jerusalem, listen carefully and get this story straight. These 
people aren’t drunk as some of you suspect. They haven’t had time to get drunk—it’s only nine 
o’clock in the morning. This is what the prophet Joel announced would happen: 
“In the Last Days,” God says, 
“I will pour out my Spirit 
    on every kind of people: 
Your sons will prophesy, 
    also your daughters; 
Your young men will see visions, 
    your old men dream dreams. 



When the time comes, 
    I’ll pour out my Spirit 
On those who serve me, men and women both, 
    and they’ll prophesy. 
I’ll set wonders in the sky above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
Blood and fire and billowing smoke, 
    the sun turning black and the moon blood-red, 
Before the Day of the Lord arrives, 
    the Day tremendous and marvellous; 
And whoever calls out for help 
    to me, God, will be saved.” 
 
 

Thought for the week 
There were three big festivals in Jesus day, Tabernacles, Passover and Pentecost. You can research 
these at your leisure. In John chapter 7 it is Tabernacles time and it’s a reminder of how God looked 
after the Israelites in the wilderness for 40 years. Part of the festival has one of the priests bring 
water and pour it into a bowl next to the altar in the temple in Jerusalem. Jesus brothers asked him 
to go along to the festival. He declined but a few days later at the water pouring part of the festival 
he turns up and then at this age old ritual declares. “If anyone is thirsty let him come to me and 
drink.”  
 
If you read the words off the page in a churchy voice you will miss the fact that Jesus must have 
looked like an absolute nutter. Here are Jewish people gathering from all over the known world to 
remember that it is God alone who brought them out of slavery in Egypt, through the wilderness and 
into the Promised Land. It is God alone who has cared for them for hundreds of years, including 
letting them get invaded when they were being naughty so they may learn a lesson. In the middle of 
this act or remembrance then, Jesus the carpenters son and self-proclaimed teacher, shouts out that 
he will give drink to those who believe in him. 
 
It must have been like one of those family parties where Aunty Jean has had one sherry too many, 
starts to talk a little too loud and tell people what she really thinks of them. There would probably 
have been stares and sniggers and I imagine he would have been gently ushered out of the temple. 
Nobody would have missed the significance of Jesus saying that in the same way that God helped in 
the past Jesus was promising to do in the future. Jesus declaring equality with God – off with his 
head! 
 
That is only half the story so we need to go to the reading from the book of Acts for part two. Time 
has moved on and many things have happened. Jesus and the disciples had been together for three 
years and had come to town to celebrate the Passover festival together. That evening Jesus was 
arrested and after a mock trial he was crucified and laid in a tomb. It must have been a hammer 
blow to the disciples. As luck would have it Jesus was raised from the dead and spent a few weeks 
appearing to people all over and occasionally having a bite to eat as well. He tells his followers to 
wait and so they wait. 
 
It is by now Pentecost, fifty days after Passover (hence the name), and as it’s another of the big 
festivals Jewish people have come from all over again to worship. Jesus chooses this time to send 
out the disciples. After the room being filled with a rushing wind off they go and speak to all those 
outside in many and various languages. So surprised were the recipients of this message they put it 



down to them being drunk. Now it is true, I have been told, that after a few pints of beer anybody 
can speak Welsh. Not good enough to be understood but well enough to sound convincing. 
 
This was different though. This rabble of disciples, who Jesus picked deliberately because they were 
not the best of the best, were given by the Holy Spirit the ability to then and there speak in other 
tongues to tell of the Good News of Jesus. What Jesus has promised at the feast of Tabernacles was 
now being delivered at Pentecost. 
 
If you have ever tried to learn a foreign language you will know that you do not go to bed one night 
and then wake up in the morning speaking in a different tongue. As such Acts chapter 2 shows a gift 
of God. You can try and explain it away, and best of luck to you, but the simplest solution is that God 
gave the chaps the ability to speak out in languages they did not previously know. Moreover, and 
this may be the most amazing thing, were these not disciples who had previously been hiding in 
locked rooms for fear of the Jews? Yet here they were those same previously petrified followers now 
out in broad daylight speaking to those whom they were hiding from a few hours earlier. Again you 
can try and explain that away, and best of luck to you, but the simplest solution again is God gave 
the chaps the courage to speak. I wonder how many of the crowd that Pentecost morning when they 
were hearing and seeing these amazing things remembered back to that feast of Tabernacles where 
Jesus promised drink for the thirsty, life for all who followed. Promise and delivery. 
 
That then is background but what does God want you to think about the Pentecost Power? 
 
Well as I was pondering these two readings earlier this week there was a knock at the door. A chap 
in some distress double checked I was the priest and then told me that he and his wife had 
experience things going bump in the night and could I come and sort it out. It’s not a weekly 
occurrence for me but it is one of the things I am called to do to go around and sprinkle Holy Water 
and pray where there is disturbance. I listened to his story and explained that I could not go to his 
house as I was under orders to only help people from a distance, by email or phone call or a socially 
distanced conversation. “But,” I said with Pentecost on my mind, “God can do anything anywhere so 
close your eyes and from this doorstep we’ll pray.” So I prayed and gave him some Holy Water to 
spread around his home, more as comfort that necessity, and off he went. I trust that that is that – 
no reason not to. 
 
Now to anybody watching that might have looked like the vicar hiding behind Covid-19 rules and 
dobbing out. But actually it was the vicar just doing what Jesus did in many a situation when going to 
a place was not needed. Jesus often prayed from afar because he knew, as do I, that Gods power is 
not limited by geography. The power of the Holy Spirit can do anything from cleansing a troubled 
home to causing disciples to speak languages for which they had not been schooled. 
 
We need to remember what God wants is to have a church full of Christians who are not just 
Christians in name only, not just Christians who are full of head knowledge, but Christians who have 
allowed the same Holy Spirit deep into their hearts and lives to have his way. And it does not matter 
what you lack language or otherwise because if he needs you to speak another for a while he can 
sort that out! 
 
Keep safe everybody – until next time. 
Rev Ian 
 



Questions to ponder 
1. Can you imagine what Jesus sounded like speaking up at Tabernacles? 
2. Can you imagine what those same words of Jesus sounded like on Pentecost Sunday? 
3. Do you believe God can do anything through you, yes little you? 
4. Are you a head Christian or a ‘letting God in by the Holy Spirit’ heart Christian? 

 
 

Song for the day 
For the John 7 passage we have  
Is Anybody Thirsty - Graham Kendrick – https://youtu.be/R-EQ1cRZudg 
And for the Acts 2 passage we have 
There Is Power In The Name Of Jesus – Jesus Culture - https://youtu.be/EtyVdC7E6Wo 
 
 

A prayer 
Dear God, Thank you that the plan worked. Thank you that the promise Jesus made at the 
Tabernacles festival we can now claim by the Holy Spirit that Jesus sent. Help us to say a heartfelt 
‘yes’ to you. Amen. 
 
   



 



 

 



 


