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Scenes from a Valleys Vicarage     
 
Rev Glenda writes: 
 

When I last wrote, I was on my way to the  
Ogmore Valley and Glyn Ogwr, but now I have 
arrived. I have moved into a beautiful,          
old-fashioned vicarage and settled in to being 
the vicar in the area. What an exciting time it 
has been. 
 
First of all there was getting to grips with the reordering in St. Tyfodwg; an 
incredible example of what lay people can do when they have the desire 
and the determination. For those of you who haven’t seen it, it is well 
worth a look. Then was taking stock of St. David’s and its desperate need 
of heating to make it fit for purpose. We are just taking the first steps on 
this so watch this space! 
 

Then Easter arrived. We had an amazing Easter here. The sun shone 
and the special Easter services were well attended – even the 7.00am 
service of light. A massive thank you to the people who gave me such 
support. I promise not to make 7.00am into 6.30am next year! 
 

Looking out of my study window as I write this, I am reminded of that 
wonderful verse Psalm 16, 
  
‘The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
surely I have a delightful inheritance. 
I will praise the Lord, who counsels me;’ 
 

We love watching the weather come in over the mountains and down the 
valley. I am sure that one day the novelty of watching the rain and mist 
and snow come down the valley will wear off, but for now it is a beautiful 
sight that we enjoy every day. And it is a view that we never thought to 
have. Being asked to move to Ogmore was a huge surprise for us and it 
reminds me that when God calls you never know where you will end up. 
 
This applies equally to the Ministry Area. What a shaking up we have had 
over the past 18 months or so. We began with 4 full time stipendiary 
priests and a curate. Within a short space of time, we were down to 2 full 
time priests and a curate. We are now, with Reverend Roger off to        
pastures new, in the position of having 1 full time priest and 1 part time, 
self-supporting, priest. Hopefully Reverend Chris will soon be licensed to 
this Ministry Area, and we will get a priest for Aberkenfig and, in the not 
too distant future, a new priest for the Garw Valley. But what a change it is 
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from where we started!  
 

We know that God is in here with us. I am reminded of the famous line 
from Jeremiah ‘For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.’ While we may sometimes wish that God will tell us his plans, we 
need to trust him and follow where he leads. One day this Ministry Area 
will have its ‘delightful inheritance’ and blossom to its full potential.  
 

One of the best passages in the Bible when we are going through a      
turbulent time is the beginning of John Chapter 15. 
 

 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every 
branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear 
fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  You are already clean 
because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also       
remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, 
you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not 
remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such 
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in 
me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit,    
showing yourselves to be my disciples.  “As the Father has loved me, so 
have I loved you. Now remain in my love.”  
 

It reminds us that change can be difficult, even painful, and hard to        
accept but that sometimes it is necessary so that we can have a better 
future. We need to remember that God is with us, whether the change is 
good and exciting like my move to Ogmore or challenging and scary like 
the shake-up of the Ministry Area. I don’t know what God is doing but it is 
exciting to see what will happen next. I pray that the right people will reply 
to our advert for a new priest and that the future will be a good one and 
that the word of God will spread in our part of his kingdom. 
 

Rev Glenda 
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As many of you know, my daughter, Aniela, ran the London Marathon this 
year to raise money for the Huntington’s Disease Association. They     
support individuals and families living with the condition and have made 
small grants to my son in the past.  
 
She ran in memory of her father who died from it and in support of her 
brother now living with it. It is a slowly progressive condition that strips 
away everything that makes life worth living such as the ability to make 
decisions and enjoy hobbies and eventually it even takes everything that 
makes us human including memories and even changes personalities. 
 
 Aniela herself is gene positive though she is well at the moment. She 
completed the marathon in 6 hrs and 3mins – pretty good for her first 
(only!) Marathon. I am so proud of her achievement. She would like to 
thank everyone who donated or bought raffle tickets at the coffee       
morning and those of you who donated privately. Overall she raised   
nearly £3500 plus gift aid. Thank you all once again. 
 
Rev Glenda 
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The Big Help Out – Monday May 8th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of the Big Help Out volunteering opportunities day, we will be 
gathering in St David’s Church, Penprysg Road, Pencoed, to work on 

the Memory Garden and make it beautiful for the summer. 

 

So why not join us on Monday May 8th from 10am?  Bring a picnic, and 
your gardening tools if you have them.  We’ll provide tea, coffee and cold 

drinks, fellowship and fun. 

Hope to see you there. 
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St Davids Mothers Union Pencoed  
 

April 5th  
Lunch in Bryncae Arms 
17 ladies met for lunch in the Bryncae Arms. The food was delicious and 
there was lots of chat and laughter.  
 
May 2nd Deanery festival St Ceins Llangeinor 7pm  
This is Bridgend Deanery festival meeting where banners are carried and 
displayed. The bus will leave church car park at 6:15 pm. 
 
Meeting May 3rd 2pm  
Llandaff MU have suggested we should all celebrate the Coronation in 
some way. So May 3rd we will have tea and cake in the church hall. If you 
are a cake maker please can you bake a cake or small cakes. After the 
tea we can sell the cakes in aid of the caravan.If you have a raffle prize 
please bring too. This is not compulsory as we do not need lots, only if 
you have something you can donate. 
 
Please wear something red, white or blue or bring a flag or just bring 
yourself. All proceeds from cake and raffle will go to the AFIA caravan. 
 
Pam and Margaret are on tea rota.  Please come along and have tea 
cake and a chat.   
 
Birthdays in May  
Happy birthday Bev on the 6th.  Have a lovely day ! 
 
Cleaning Rota  
May Cynthia and Carol  
June Helen Pam Ursula and Margaret , 
 
Easter Garden  
The Easter Garden was beautiful.  Thanks To Judy McCarthy for her 
hard work.   
 
The new Altar frontal looked beautiful too.  Thanks to Jane Phillips  for all 
her hard work and Judy and Donna for instigating.  
  

Christian Care for Families 
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Splice  
We are still supporting Splice. If anyone has toiletries to donate. Please 
bring them along to the meeting. 
 
Agape Supper, Good Friday Service, Easter Sunday Communion 
and Heolycyw Easter Communion Praise  
These are the services I attended and enjoyed them all. Agape Supper, a 
time to share food and reflect on Communion. Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday, from darkness into Light. Easter Praise, a chance to worship 
through music. 
 
Looking forward to May 2nd and 3rd. 
 
God Bless  
 
Joan Sheldon  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: The new Altar Frontal 

Left:  The Easter Garden 



Crossword for May 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clues Across 
1 ‘Therefore let us — passing judgment on one another’ (Romans 14:13) 
(4)  3 ‘I — — these persons here present’ (Marriage service) (4,4)            
9 According to a prearranged timetable (Numbers 28:3) (7)  10 Group of 
eight (5)  11 The cell into which the Philippian jailer put Paul and Silas 
(Acts 16:24) (5)  12 — Taylor, pioneer missionary to China (6)               
14 Otherwise known as the Eucharist, Breaking of Bread, the Lord’s     
Table (4,9)  17 ‘So that after I have preached to others, I — will not be 
disqualified for the prize’ (1 Corinthians 9:27) (6)  19 Attend to (3,2)        
22 Approximately (Acts 4:4) (5)  23 Tea rite (anag.) (7)                            
24 Rule of sovereign (8)  25 Test (anag.) (4) 
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Down 
1 The name of the street where Judas lived in Damascus and where 
Saul of Tarsus stayed (Acts 9:11) (8)  2 ‘The playing of the merry — , 
sweet singing in the choir’ (5)  4 ‘We have been saying that — — was 
credited to him as righteous’ (Romans 4:9) (8,5)   5 Dr Martyn — Jones, 
famous for his ministry at Westminster Chapel (5)   6 Port at which Paul 
landed on his way to Rome (Acts 28:13) (7)  7 Observe (Ruth 3:4) (4)      
8 Minister of religion (6)  13 ‘I am — of this man’s blood. It is your          
responsibility’ (Matthew 27:24) (8)   15 ‘Greater love has no one than 
this, that he — — his life for his friends’ (John 15:13) (3,4)                      
16 Archbishop who calculated that the world began in 4004BC (6)          
18 ‘No one can — the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the 
Spirit’ (John 3:5) (5)   20 Establish by law (5)   21 Product of Gilead noted 
for its healing properties (Jeremiah 46:11) (4) 
 

Solution below 
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ACROSS: 1, Stop. 3, Call upon. 9, Regular. 10, Octet. 11, Inner.          
12, Hudson. 14, Holy Communion. 17, Myself. 19, See to. 22, About.    
23, Iterate. 24, Monarchy. 25, Stet. 
 
DOWN: 1, Straight. 2, Organ. 4, Abraham’s faith. 5, Lloyd. 6, Puteoli.     
7, Note. 8, Cleric. 13, Innocent. 15, Lay down. 16, Ussher. 18, Enter.   
20, Enact. 21, Balm. 
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St. Paul's, Heol y Cyw 
 

Communion Services for May will be on Sunday May 7th and Sunday 
May 21st at 11am. 
 
Sunday May 14th: Ministry Area Joint Communion in St David’s 
Church, Bettws at 10am. 
 
Also on May 14th: Evensong in Llandaff Cathedral, with prayers for our 
Ministry Area.  At 2pm there is an opportunity for a guided tour of the  
Cathedral, and Evensong will begin at 4pm. 
 
Whist:  May 10th and 24th at 7pm in Heol y Cyw Rugby Club. 
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News from Rev Roger 
 
Exactly eleven years ago this month Bishop David and Archdeacon    
Philip acting on behalf of Archbishop Barry appointed me to be priest of 
this parish as it was then Llangeinor and the Garw Valley together with 
the L.O.G. team. I have always been a firm believer in the creed we    
confess at almost every service, that is that we are an Apostolic church. 
The word Apostle roughly translates to one who is called and sent. 
Which means I of course accepted the appointment and duly in July was 
licenced and took up sharing with the Archbishop the Cure of Souls for 
the parish. 
 
A few weeks ago, just before Holy Week I received a telephone call from 
Archdeacon Mike acting under the authority of the archbishop and     
bishop-elect Mary asking me to consider a new appointment. As I have 
said above this is something though emotionally I could have refused, 
theologically and under Christs calling I could not. I have therefore       
accepted the appointment and will with great sadness be leaving this 
Ministry Area at the end of June.  
 
I hope I will be able to thank everyone here and in the ministry area for 
the love and fellowship that we have been shown during our time with 
you personally, though I know this may not be possible. So I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank everyone collectively and assure you of my 
love and prayers and that I will continue as best I can to keep the         
importance and dedication of the valley parishes at the forefront of the 
Diocese thoughts and planning. 
 
I will let you know all the relevant dates as I know of them which of 
course will include the invitation to my Licencing as Vicar in my new    
ministry. One blessing is that I will not be far away as I am being           
appointed to the Bridgend Ministry area with particular responsibility of 
the western part which includes Laleston, Merthyr Mawr. Bryntirion and 
Pen Y Fai. 
 
Thank you once more and please pray for us as I take up this new      
calling. 
 
Rev. Roger 
 
We are sad to be losing Rev Roger from this Ministry Area, but he leaves 
with our heartfelt thanks for his work and witness with us, and we wish 
him every blessing in his new ministry. 
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Coffee, Craft and Chat Club 
 

St David’s Church Hall, Pencoed 
 

2nd Tuesday of the Month, 2pm to 4pm 
 

Materials, help and equipment provided— 
or bring your own project along. 

Or if you prefer, just come for the chat and the company. 
 

Next meeting—Tuesday May 9th - 
Pressed flower pendants. 

 
All welcome, come and join us! 
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Wordsearch for May 2023 

Facts about King Charles 

He was born at 9.14pm on 14th November 1948 at Buckingham Palace.   
He has been heir-apparent to the throne since he was three years old.   
He is the first monarch in British history to have earned a university      
degree.  
He can speak Welsh.   
He is a qualified pilot and diver.   
He is a keen watercolour painter, a published author and played the cello 
at Cambridge.   
As Prince of Wales, he founded about 20 charities which raise about 
£140million each year for good causes.  
Aged 73, King Charles III is the oldest monarch ever to be crowned in 
British history.   
He became King on 8th September 2022, after the death of his mother, 
the Queen, in Balmoral.  As King, he is also now head of the              
Commonwealth. 
 

AUTHOR    PILOT    CELLO   BALMORAL 
COMMONWEALTH  PALACE    WELSH   CHARLES 
WATERCOLOUR   UNIVERSITY  THRONE   OLDEST 
BUCKINGHAM    CAMBRIDGE    MONARCH  HEIR 
CHARITIES    NOVEMBER   DIVER    KING  
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Pencoed Ukulele Band 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pencoed Ukulele Band would like say a huge thankyou to everyone who 
came to our 2023 Macmillan Coffee Morning on March 11th. I think we 
had our biggest ever spread of delicious home-made cakes!                 
The audience joined in with enthusiasm as always and people were in-
credibly generous - we're delighted to report that the sum raised was a 
record £358!  

Many thanks to the Church for allowing us to use the hall free of charge, 
which meant that all proceeds could go to Macmillan. We started these 
coffee mornings in 2015, and we were sad to have to put them on hold 
through Covid. It was lovely to be back and we'll look forward to seeing 
you again next year. 

Pencoed Ukulele Band 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pencoed Ukulele Band would like say a huge thankyou to everyone who 
came to our 2023 Macmillan Coffee Morning on March 11th. I think we 
had our biggest ever spread of delicious home-made cakes!                 
The audience joined in with enthusiasm as always and people were in-
credibly generous - we're delighted to report that the sum raised was a 
record £358!  

Many thanks to the Church for allowing us to use the hall free of charge, 
which meant that all proceeds could go to Macmillan. We started these 
coffee mornings in 2015, and we were sad to have to put them on hold 
through Covid. It was lovely to be back and we'll look forward to seeing 
you again next year. 
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Wordsearch for May 2023 

Facts about King Charles 
He was born at 9.14pm on 14th November 1948 at Buckingham Palace.   
He has been heir-apparent to the throne since he was three years old.   
He is the first monarch in British history to have earned a university       de-
gree.  
He can speak Welsh.   
He is a qualified pilot and diver.   
He is a keen watercolour painter, a published author and played the cello 
at Cambridge.   
As Prince of Wales, he founded about 20 charities which raise about 
£140million each year for good causes.  
Aged 73, King Charles III is the oldest monarch ever to be crowned in Brit-
ish history.   
He became King on 8th September 2022, after the death of his mother, the 
Queen, in Balmoral.  As King, he is also now head of the Commonwealth. 
 
BUCKINGHAM   PILOT    CELLO   BALMORAL  
COMMONWEALTH  PALACE    WELSH   CHARLES 
WATERCOLOUR   UNIVERSITY  THRONE    CAMBRIDGE 
OLDEST     MONARCH   CHARITIES NOVEMBER 
DIVER      KING     HEIR   AUTHOR 
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 Llangeinor and the Garw Valley Services in MAY 2023 
 

Tues 2nd   7:00pm  Mothers’ Union Deanery Festival, St Ceinwyr’s 
 

Weds 3rd    6:00pm     Holy Communion, St David’s, Pontycymer 
 

Sunday 7th         Fifth Sunday of Easter  
    10:00am     Holy Communion, St David’s, Pontycymer 
    11:15am     Holy Communion, St Ceinwyr’s, Llangeinor 
      
Weds 10th       6:00pm     Holy Communion, St David’s, Pontycymer 
 
 

Sunday 14th   Sixth Sunday of Easter—Rogation Sunday 
Ministry Area Joint Service Day 

    10:00am Holy Communion, St David’s, Bettws 
 

        4:00pm Evening Prayer, Llandaff Cathedral 
     Optional Cathedral Tour at 2:00pm 
    
Weds 17th       6:00pm     Holy Communion, St David’s, Pontycymer 
 
Thurs 18th   Ascension Day 
       6:00pm Holy Communion, St Ceinwyr’s, Llangeinor 
 

    Deadline for articles for June’s Magazine 
 

Sat 20th   10:00am Messy Church, Church Hall and Church 
    to 1:00pm        St David’s Pencoed 
 

 

Sunday 21st   Seventh Sunday of Easter 
    10:00am     Holy Communion, St David’s, Pontycymer 
    11:15am     Holy Communion, St Ceinwyr’s, Llangeinor 
 

Weds 24th       6:00pm     Holy Communion, St David’s, Pontycymer 
 
Sunday 28th        The Day of Pentecost 
    10:00am     Holy Communion, St David’s, Pontycymer 
    11:15am     Holy Communion, St Ceinwyr’s, Llangeinor 
 

Weds 31st    The Visit of the Virgin Mary to Elizabeth    
        6:00pm     Holy Communion, St David’s, Pontycymer 



Glynogwr Services in MAY 2023 
 

 

Sunday 7th         Fifth Sunday of Easter  
      9:00am Holy Communion, St Tyfodwg’s 
    10:45am Holy Communion, St David’s Wyndham 
 
Weds 10th     10:00am Holy Communion, St David’s, Wyndham 
 

 
Sunday 14th   Sixth Sunday of Easter—Rogation Sunday 

Ministry Area Joint Service Day 
    10:00am Holy Communion, St David’s, Bettws 
 

     4:00pm Evening Prayer, Llandaff Cathedral 
     Optional Cathedral Tour at 2:00pm 
  
Thurs 18th   Ascension Day 
    Deadline for articles for June’s Magazine 
 
 

Sat 20th   10:00am Messy Church, Church Hall and Church 
    to 1:00pm        St David’s Pencoed 
 
 

Sunday 21st   Seventh Sunday of Easter         

      9:00am Holy Communion, St Tyfodwg’s 
    10:45am Holy Communion, St David’s, Wyndham 
 
Weds 24th     10:00am Holy Communion, St David’s, Wyndham 
 

 

Sunday 28th        The Day of Pentecost 
 

      9:00am Holy Communion, St Tyfodwg’s 
    10:45am Holy Communion, St David’s, Wyndham 
      

 
 



LPH Services in MAY 2023 
 

 

Weds 3rd  10:00am Morning Prayer, St David’s, Pencoed 
 
Sunday 7th         Fifth Sunday of Easter  
 

      9:00am Holy Communion, St David’s, Pencoed 
    11:00am Holy Communion, St Paul’s, Heol y Cyw 
     
 

Weds 10th     10:00am Holy Communion, St David’s, Pencoed 
 
 

Sunday 14th   Sixth Sunday of Easter—Rogation Sunday 
Ministry Area Joint Service Day 

    10:00am Holy Communion, St David’s, Bettws 
 

      4:00pm Evening Prayer, Llandaff Cathedral 
     Optional Cathedral Tour at 2:00pm 
 
 

Weds 17th  10:00am Holy Communion, St David’s, Pencoed 
       
 

Thurs 18th   Ascension Day 
    Deadline for articles for June’s Magazine 
 

Sat 20th   10:00am Messy Church, Church Hall and Church 
    to 1:00pm        St David’s Pencoed 
 

 

Sunday 21st   Seventh Sunday of Easter 
      9:00am Holy Communion, St David’s, Pencoed 
    11:00am Holy Communion, St Paul’s, Heol y Cyw 
 
Weds 24th     10:00am Holy Communion, St David’s, Pencoed 
 
 

Sunday 28th        The Day of Pentecost 
     9:00am  Holy Communion, Llanilid 
    10:30am Café Style Communion, Church Hall 
      3:30pm Just Breathe, Church Hall 
     
 

     

 
 
 
 



LPH Events in MAY 2023 
 
Mon 8th    10:00am Gardening Volunteers and Picnic 
 
Tues 9th        2:00pm Coffee, Chat & Craft, Church Hall  
    All welcome—materials and equipment provided 
       Join in with the craft, or just enjoy the chat. 
         
Weds 10th          7:00pm Whist, Heol y Cyw Rugby Club 
 
Saturday 13th  10:00am Veterans’ Hub, Church Hall, Pencoed 
 
      

Thurs 11th   11:00am Coffee, Chat & Sing on Zoom 
         Contact Rev Glenda for the passcodes 
 
Sat 13th    Plant Sale @ 18 Cae Talcen (See page 26) 
 
Thurs 18th   11:00am Coffee, Chat & Sing on Zoom 
          Contact Rev Glenda for the passcodes 
     Deadline for articles for June’s Magazine 
 
Weds 24th     7:00pm Whist, Heol y Cyw Rugby Club 
 
Thurs 25nd   11:00am Coffee, Chat & Sing on Zoom 
          Contact Rev Glenda for the passcodes 
 
        
 



LBA Services in MAY 2023 
 

 
Weds 3rd   10:00am Holy Communion, St Bride’s 
 
Sunday 7th         Fifth Sunday of Easter  
 

     10:00am Holy Communion, St Bride’s  
     10:00am Morning Worship, St David’s, Bettws   
 
 

Sunday 14th   Sixth Sunday of Easter—Rogation Sunday 
Ministry Area Joint Service Day 

    10:00am Holy Communion, St David’s, Bettws 
 

        4:00pm Evening Prayer, Llandaff Cathedral 
     Optional Cathedral Tour at 2:00pm 
 
Weds 17th   10:00am Holy Communion, St Bride’s 
 
Thurs 18th   Ascension Day 
    Deadline for articles for June’s Magazine 
 

 

Sat 20th   10:00am Messy Church, Church Hall and Church 
    to 1:00pm        St David’s Pencoed 
 
 
 

Sunday 21st   Seventh Sunday of Easter 
    10:00am Holy Communion, St Bride’s  
    10:00am Morning Worship, St David’s, Bettws  
 
Sunday 28th   The Day of Pentecost 
    10:00am Holy Communion, St David’s, Bettws 
 
Weds 31st  10:00am Holy Communion, St Bride’s 
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Cantate Domino canticum novum.  Sing to the Lord a new song. This is 
the start of psalm 96 and I believe that this gives us license to               
experiment with new forms of worship. As long as we worship God in a 
Christ centred church, I don’t think we are doing anything scandalous.  
 
Messy Church in Pencoed has been running incredibly, since 2014 so it 
is hardly new. If you have not had a nose, pop along for a bit of food and 
a chat.  We have not moved Messy to different churches because, as a 
three church benefice, St David’s Pencoed was the only one with the      
facilities. However, we are ten churches together. Maybe we could move 
Messy around.  
 
A new style of church I visited a while ago was Margam Calling; a new 
outreach service held fortnightly at St Theodores, Kenfig Hill. It is aimed 
at those who are brand new church.  The service started early with doors 
opening for a warm welcome and a free coffee and a chat. If you are a 
friend of Jesus it is easy to forget how daunting it is to enter a church for 
the first time. There was a huge effort to put people at ease.  
 
The service proper started at six with a period of live contemporary 
Christian music. As I consider contemporary music as anything written 
before the late eighties I did not join in much even though subtitles were 
provided. But then if you have heard me sing, perhaps it is just as well.  
 
A bit of bible and a talk over what we heard followed next. Our ministry 
area leader gave the talk. When he was introduced as ‘Father Ian’       
everyone, including himself said, ‘who?’ This was soon cleared up.  
The service then spiralled down to a quiet time: prayer, thoughts about 
what we heard, and during more coffee and pizza, a chance for people to 
ask about and explore our faith.  
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New ways of doing church can be forced upon us, and we have to be    
innovative to meet any challenges. The medieval church of St Cwyfan 
sat on a peninsula of land jutting out into the Irish Sea. Centuries of 
waves have eroded the peninsula and now it is an island only accessible 
at low tide. If you thought managing our churches with dwindling clergy 
was difficult, adding the times of the tide adds a whole new circle of hell. 
Their solution was to build a new church and keep the isolated St     
Cwyfan’s for special services and it is popular for weddings.  
 
Another church with access problems is St John the Baptist, Albrighton. 
Next to a Manor House of the same name and no doubt frequented by 
staff and owners in days gone by. The staff strolling down the drive, the 
owners by coach. The conversation of stately home to hotel must have 
hit congregation numbers. The church and house are divided by a road 
which is now a very busy affair. Add to this the fact that the footpath 
down from the church  has no pavement as such, you take your life in 
your hands crossing the road. Crossing the church to meet your maker 
takes on a whole new meaning. Noting, that the congregation arrived 
mostly by car, a new car park was built around the back. This time the 
church provided something to reflect the changing congregation.  
 
The land changes, the church buildings change and the congregation 
changes their habits. What does not change is the love of God.  
 

Kevin Murphy 
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Christian Aid week  14th - 20th May 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Esther's story 
Softly-spoken Esther Saizi radiates joy and warmth. 
 
Esther grows some truly special pigeon peas on her farm - with them 
she can bake delicious bread, support her daughter’s dreams, and give 
her adorable little grandsons a happy future, full of love and laughter. 
 
But she wasn't always able to support her family so easily. 
 
For 10 years, Esther grew pigeon peas on her farm, but she could never 
secure a fair price for her crop. 
 
She was robbed in 2021 when Cyclone Ana washed away her crops, 
leaving her feeling desperate. But when Esther joined a pigeon pea   
programme run by our local partner - Nandolo Farmers Association - 
and started selling as part of a cooperative, she was able to earn much 
more.  ‘I was able to sell the pigeon peas at a better price with a better 
market,’ she explains. ‘It provided financial stability.’ 
 
A doting mother and grandmother, Esther adds that growing pigeon peas 
also helped her through the loss of her husband.  Previously, they 
worked together on their land. When he fell ill, they spent time talking 
about how she could continue to grow the peas after his death. 
 
‘My husband was a teacher in everything thing that he did,’ she says   
quietly. ‘Therefore, we can continue his legacy.’ 
 
With the money she's making, Esther has been able to feed her family 
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and support her two daughters, Ziwone and Rashida. She's been       
able to: 
 buy tools for Ziwone's carpentry business 
 pay for Rashida’s school costs, the lodgings near her school, and a 
 part-time tutor 
 acquire a herd of 13 goats, who provide manure for her crops,      
 saving on expensive fertiliser   
 store her pigeon peas in a warehouse, safe from floods and storms 
 buy a sewing machine 
 
Through the cooperative and its equipment, Esther can bake pigeon pea 
flour bread and boost her income - and also make fish food, using a   
special machine provided by us. 
 
Thanks to people like you, this change has been possible for Esther and 
her community.  Esther's dream is to see Rashida graduate from college 
and become a nurse, and to send her two grandsons to nursery. 
 
With your gift this Christian Aid Week, you could help more families like 
Esther's have a brighter future. More farmers could secure a fair price for 
their crops, and more loving parents like her could make their children’s 
dreams come true. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your support for Christian aid week in past years. The 
charity is working in many parts of the world to help communities in pov-
erty or struggling as a result of natural disaster or conflict. Their support 
is as great or greater than ever and i would encourage you to support 
their work in the forthcoming Christian Aid week.  The envelope would 
normally accompany your May magazine but I have not yet received 
them.  Hopefully they will be available in church by Christian Aid week 
and i will put them in the June magazine.  All your donations will be grate-
fully accepted by the charity even if they do go in late. 
 
 Chris Phillips 
 



26 

Annual Plant Sale 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The good news is: - we will have quality plants for sale!  (Hooray!) 
 
The bad news is: - the hall is already booked on the two weekends we 
were looking at!  (Boo!) 
 
More good news though: - John and Judy will be selling plants and      
garden accessories (bird tables, bird boxes, etc) from home!  (Hooray!) 
 
Selling will commence on Saturday May 13th at 10am.  We suggest you 
call 01656 372801 to order and arrange a time to pick up as parking can 
be tricky in our street—or we may be able to arrange delivery. 
 
We have the usual range of summer bedding, and a limited number of 
perennials, which with a little care will return year after year. 
 
All proceeds from the sale will go to St David’s, Pencoed funds. 
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In the beginning all was dark, 
All was quiet, all was still, until 

He, in His wisdom, decided to create  
A Universe of atoms in an expanding state; 

From infinitely small to infinitely large,  
Reflecting one another in their relentless charge.  
Each atom a Universe, another vast foundation;  

Each Universe an atom, full of His creation. 
 

by Nigel Ritchie 
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18th May: Where did Jesus go at the Ascension? 
 

In Salvador Dali’s picture of Jesus’          
ascension (right) all you can see are his 
feet! As we celebrate the event this month, 
it prompts the question ‘where did Jesus 
go?’ Peter says Jesus ‘has gone into   
heaven and is at God’s right hand’ (1 Peter 
3:22). However, the New Testament tells 
us three things about what Jesus is doing 
at the Father’s side. 
 

At Pentecost Peter said that Jesus is 
‘exalted to the right hand of God, He has 
received from the Father the promised  
Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear…“The Lord 
said to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand”’ (Acts 2: 33-4). Peter is affirming 
Jesus’ position of authority and power at the heart of the universe.  By 
pouring out the gift of the Holy Spirit upon us, Jesus gives us a foretaste 
of the life of heaven ie eternal life, forgiveness, healing, release and 
God’s provision for our lives. 
 

When Stephen, the first Christian martyr, was being stoned to death by 
the Jewish authorities he points out, ‘I see heaven open and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God.’ (Acts 7:56). Our experience of 
heaven is only ever partial, as we live with the reality of suffering and    
setbacks. However, Jesus is still on the throne! We are called to trust him 
daily.  
 

The Bible also tells us that ‘Christ Jesus who died….is interceding for 
us.’ (Romans 8:34, cf Hebrews 7:25). Even when we don’t know how to 
pray, we have the assurance that Jesus is already praying for us! He 
knows our needs even better than we do ourselves, so when we feel    
condemned or defeated in our Christian lives, we have somebody on our 
side! 
 

The Ascension reminds us that the risen Jesus lives in the immediate 
presence of God, and both transcends and embraces our present          
experience. This truth lies at the heart of the up language used to         
describe the event. 
 

‘Heaven relates to earth tangentially so that the One who is in heaven 
can be present simultaneously anywhere and everywhere on earth: the 
ascension therefore means that Jesus is available, accessible, without 
people having to travel to a particular spot on the earth to find Him.’ (Tom 
Wright). 
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Those were the Days…. 

Another memory journey, this time            
September 1968 and my first holiday, to the 
Isle of Wight with sisters Coleen and Helen 
and our beloved maternal gran Ellen     
Blackwell. We were going to stay with our 
great aunt gran's sister Auntie Elsie at        
Collingwood Road, Newport I.O.W.          
Western Welsh bus to Bridgend and then   
onward on a Red and White coach to catch 
another coach at Cuewent (excuse that 
spelling.   Onward to Portsmouth and ferry 
crossing to Ryde and a train along the pier to 
meet Auntie Elsie who was waiting patiently 
for her visitors.    

Auntie Elsie was a happy always smiling dear lady who we were used to 
seeing on her twice yearly visits to the Garw with Gran's three surviving 
sisters at that time, Aunties Josie, Meg whose given name was Bertha 
and Auntie Ella, and here we were now on the I.O.W.  We travelled on 
from Ryde to Newport on a Southern Vectis double decker arriving at our 
aunts home tired and ready for an early night but not till a delicious tea 
laid out and readily consumed by us siblings. 

First memory of aunt Elsie’s home for this thirteen year old was the    
cuckoo clock on the wall and on the mantelpiece one of those weather 
things, a little house when the lady came out -  sunny day and rain when 
the man appeared,   then off to bed and I would be in my cousin Lewis's 
room as he was away but due back soon.   

Next day we were off to meet Fran wife of Auntie’s eldest son Ken who 
was working in Portsmouth but would be home soon to greet us.  David 
the youngest was in Mexico so on this visit we would not see him.  Ken, 
who sadly passed away 2016 was quite a remarkable person, one you 
could sit and listen to for hours on end.   

 Auntie Elsie still worked in a holiday camp but had taken a fortnight off to 
look after us and show us around the beautiful island.  Gran saved money 
all year round for our holiday and we were refused nothing but Mam 
would tell us many years later as we travelled once more to the Island for 
Auntie Elsie’s funeral how Auntie had helped gran during our holidays by 
ensuring we wanted for nothing.    

Ryde carnival was an experience for the three young valley kids from 
Wales as we stood and watched in the dark as the multi coloured and 
lighted floats passed and we were told to throw pennies up onto the floats 



31 

to be caught in buckets.  Could you just imagine health and safety          
allowing that now but that carnival night has stayed in my memories all 
these years.   

Another special memory Carisbrooke castle and the donkey walking in 
the wheel to raise the bucket from the well, we were told it was a team of 
donkeys and each donkey was in the wheel a short time but we still felt 
sorry for the donkey.   We would often visit the fish shop not far from    
Auntie’s and the owner would pretend not to understand us at first then 
bursting into jolly laughter telling us we talked too fast but knew we were 
from Wales and he loved our accents.    

But soon our holiday came to an end and we said our goodbyes to     
Auntie Elsie, Ken and his beautiful wife Fran but would return the          
following year, Gran, myself, Helen and her friend Helene Duckfield,  
Colleen having started work that year in Coleman's shop Bryn Stores.    

To those who enjoy these memories of mine, more to come soon; those 
who do not, no prob, don't worry, I don't.   

Billy Davies 
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Baptism 
 

April 16th   Grayson James Sheehan   St Bride’s, 
              Llansantffraid 
 

May the Lord bless him  
and keep him  always in His care 

 
 
 

 
 

Golden Wedding 
 

Congratulations  
to 

 

Brenda and Emrys Greenway 
 

Married 21st April 1973  
 

With Love and Blessings 
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United 
  

An ancient ornate wooden seat 
And an historic stone 

Shall once again be joined and meet 
To form a royal throne. 

  
Our kings and queens, anointed there 

O’er seven hundred years. 
Upon this Anglo-Scottish chair 

They heard their people’s cheers! 
  

The throne was formed of English Oak 
And gilded with fine gold 

It bears the marks of common folk – 
Who slept there, so we’re told. 

  
The stone was used by Scottish kings. 

Upon the Stone of Scone 
Was marked the destiny it brings 

In time-eroded rune. 
  

And now, united once again 
As royal anthems ring; 

We sing, united just like them 
Our hymn ‘God save the King!’ 

  
By Nigel Beeton 
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Almighty God, 
 

On the occasion of the crowning  
of King Charles 111, we, the people, pray for him. 

 

We thank you for him  
and for the calling on his life  

and we recognise the weight of responsibility  
that puts upon him.  

We know that he will need your help, Lord.  
We know that he will face many challenges,  

as did his mother, Queen Elizabeth.  
 

We ask, that, as he is anointed with oil,  
you will anoint him with your Holy Spirit,  

so that he will know in his heart,  
as his mother knew, that Jesus is alive  

and able to help him fulfil his unique vocation.  
 

We pray that in all the days he serves as King,  
he will be aware that first and foremost he serves you,  

the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  
May his reign be one of wisdom, vision and integrity,  

inspired by your Kingdom values. 
 

May your name be honoured and glorified  
throughout this land, Lord, as we pray,  

God save the King! 
 

Amen  
 

By Daphne Kitching 
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St James the Least of All 
 
 

Beware those modern choruses 
 
The Rectory 
St James the Least  
 
My dear Nephew Darren 
 
I am afraid we shall have to agree to disagree on yet another topic – alt-
hough I suspect the list of items that we agree to agree on would be   
considerably shorter. I like to think my appreciation of hymns resembles 
a connoisseur of fine wines savouring a grand cru claret, yours seems to 
resemble a Russian female tractor driver who is a Hero of the Nation. 
 
We at St James the Least are more than happy with Hymns Ancient & 
Modern – the original 1861 edition, naturally - the later editions display a 
dangerous tendency towards modernism.  Sadly, St. Paul was not able 
to sing Onward, Christian soldiers, but I am sure he regretted the fact 
that it had yet to be written. The hymns our grandparents pretended to 
sing when they were in church are quite good enough for the ones we 
pretend to sing when we sit in the same pews. 
 
At least when we come to the last verse, we know that we can then sit 
down, mission accomplished. The last time I attended your church, just 
as I saw the last words and therefore the finishing line of one of your 
choruses coming into sight, we were told it would be splendid to sing the 
thing another three times. At least it gave me another analogy to use 
when I next preached on eternity in hell. 
 
And your method of singing would plunge our congregation into an       
existential crisis. What do they do with their hands when they don’t have 
books to hold and are obliged to look at a screen? To be deprived of    
being able to hold a book in church is like a smoker who is trying to give 
up being unable to grasp a cigarette when in the pub. 
 
The ladies do not know whether to clasp their handbags, which then 
makes it look as if they suspect the rest of the congregation of theft, or to 
hold some flowers, which looks a little too matrimonial. The men            
experiment with putting hands in pockets, which they then realise looks 
scruffy, so they try to hold on to the pew in front, which is inevitably too 
low, so they have to adopt some form of half crouch, which makes them 
look as if they have recently had hernia operations. 
 
Your choral tradition – if I can flatter it with such a description – also 
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seems to require half an hour before the Service spent singing for our 
congregation, that time is more usefully spent discussing Government    
incompetence, livestock prices and why Miss Threlfall always wears a 
red felt hat with her tangerine coat. 
 
Should we ever have a joint Service, I can’t imagine how we’ll all get 
through the first hymn together.   
 
Your loving uncle, 
 

Eustace 

The Confessional 
 
A Roman Catholic priest was called away on an emergency. Not wanting 
to leave the confessional booth unattended, he asked his rabbi friend to 
cover for him. The rabbi protested that he wouldn't know what to say, but 
the priest promised to show him. So, the rabbi came over and joined the 
priest in the confessional booth.     
 

In a few minutes a woman came in and said, "Father, forgive me for I 
have sinned." The priest asked what she had done. "I stole some clothes 
from the local boutique."  The priest asked how many times she had 
done this. "Three times." 
 
The priest thought a moment, then said:  "Say two Hail Mary's, put £5 in 
the box and go and sin no more." 
  
A few minutes later a man entered the confessional. "Father, forgive me 
for I have sinned."   The priest asked what he had done. "I stole some 
stuff from the garage where I work.”  The priest asked how many times 
he had done this. "Three times." 
 
The priest thought a moment, then said: "Say two Hail Mary's, put £5 in 
the box and go and sin no more." 
 
The rabbi told the priest that he thought that he got the hang of it, so the 
priest left. A few minutes later, another woman entered the confessional 
booth and said, "Father, forgive me for I have sinned." The rabbi asked 
what she had done. "I stole some make-up from the pharmacist." The 
rabbi asked how many times she had done this. "One time." 
 
The rabbi thought a moment, then said: “Go do it twice more. We have a     
special offer this week - three for £5." 



Your Ministry Area Council 

Clergy: 
 
MA Leader    Rev Ian Hodges       860337  
Team Vicar    Rev Roger Pitman      870280 
Team Vicar    Rev Glenda Oglesbee      07592149538 
 
 
 
Officers: 
  
Lay Chair    Simon Dring 
Vice Chair    vacancy 
MA Treasurer   Melville Oglesbee 
MA Wardens   Kevin Murphy 
      Jo Rees 
MA Secretary   Judy McCarthy 
 
 
 
Church Representatives: 
  
St David’s Bettws    Jane Phillips 
St John’s Aberkenfig   Eurof Parry 
St Bride’s Llansantffraid   Kay Smith 
St David’s Pontycymmer  William Davies 
St Ceinwyr’s, Llangeinor  Christine Evans 
St David’s Wyndham   Linda Kinsey 
St Tyfodwg’s     Helen Dando 
St Ilid & St Curig, Llanilid  Diane Morris 
St David’s Pencoed    Donna Dring 
St Paul’s      Sara Davies 
 
 
 
 
 
Please feel free to chat to your Church Representative if you have any 
questions or concerns.  We’re here to help. 
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Editor 

Your Magazine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We are always pleased to receive articles, comments, photos and        
artwork to include in the magazine. 
 
The deadline for articles is the 18th of the preceding month,  with the 
publication date (usually) the last Sunday of the month. 
 
Copy should be sent to Judy at:  jr.mc@talktalk.net  (Please allow extra 
time is you are submitting paper copies which need typing in or         
scanning). 
 
We can supply large print copies if required, but these are printed to     
order, so let me know either by email as above or call 01656 372801. 
 
Also, please let me know if you need extra copies at any time, and if 
there are any left over, give one to a friend or neighbour! 
 
God bless 
 
Judy 
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